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HFMARKS 



^TTS C. S 112 matter which is not 

j /W^TJSC 5 112 as containing subject matter wdici 
Claim 1 was rejected under 35 U AC. ft" 

fcepHlevelto below 3.0. Examples 2-4 prided from pages 
have pH levels below 3.0, 

view of the following analysis. 

■ , wi 5 TandH.theOfficeActiononpageS.linesA-lOstates: 
In rejecting claims 1-5, 7 ana i*. " 

• * rwerdoesnt describe the cerium ions being in 
...Unlike the claimed invention^ ' ^^snt ^ mum 

qfWfty^^^SSlu However, he describes the 
cerium nitrate in the liquid or the pH ^beww ^ which would 

rftneentration of ammonium cenum nitrate is aoou so lution, it is 

SSSta- at least 0.02 molar, «J~gJ SbS apH <4 and dielectric 
well known to polish metal With an ^ Beyer references 

laver with abasic solution, a pH>7 (please see s Mention for one skill 

in the art to determme the °P^.^rough test nm depending on the 
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MPEP § 2145, section X (Ed. 8, Aug. 2001). 

Aug. 2001): 

to make the proposed modxfication. 

modification to meet claim 1. 
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view of the following analysis. 



r the following juuujr°«- 

• , - oSTandUteOfficeActiononpage^lineZl-page^linelO 

In rejecting claims 1-5, 7 ana it, 

sites* 

such as P H, and chemicd concentration mthe £h*y • rf , ^ 

article of "Oxidation and Etching of the £X£ti0ns and their pHs are run wuh 
1 and 2 shows different oxidizmg ^agent concenU^ 3 ^ Qf 

their respective CMP r*> ^« S^ventional and * ^wn 

abrasive of alumina. Sihca-based slurry is ai ai s0 it is well known 

' £iU in the art for polishing l ^S^f ™^ ^ dielectric layer with a 

to polish metal with art acidic ^^^^ ^nces cited beW 
basic solution, a P H>7 (please f Y for ofle sklll m 

Therefore.itwouldhavebeenobviou eters mcluding pH 

to6 art to determine the 0 P^£™ nents in the slurry through test runs, 

._rr:i- ----- rr:=r' 

ebemicals and other components « the slurry thro ^ ^ 
proper "obvious to try" rationale according to MPEP § 2145, section 

^Examiner cites theFarkasetal. patent as describinBas.urry composed of the 
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to pHl«v e .,--,,*2^pH,«vc 1 ,, ft =«=^-««*--»' Cm 
„«, h.^— — 

of this rejection. 

1MT s r r ifWfiri: Farkas in v iew of Brusic 

LJ ^rn^d7^^ § 10 3(a).bein g unpatenta W eov CT 

& eFa jk aset al .pa te „tan dth e F a r , a sa rtl c 1 einvi e wo f t h eBn lsi cet,.a ri c 1 e. Applicant 
submit that Brusic does not affect the patentable of claiml. Because clairns 6, 8 and 9 each 

Accordingly, Apph-ts respectfully request removal of this rejecUon. 

^nsrs i03 f ■»>• FaTltas "» V1>w ofGrumbigg 

CI*. .0-13 1».b- ™>« » " S C * 103W " b " E 

^ „ WM* M d*. .. — - — - - ~ 
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the Farkas et al. patent and the Farkas article in view of Gmmbine et al. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request removal of this rejection. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully submit the present application is in condition for allowance, for 

which early action is earnestly solicited. 

The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned to help expedite any further 

prosecution of the present application. 

The Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to credit any 
overpayment or to charge any fees or fee deficiencies under 37 C.F.R. § 1-16 and § 1.17 in 
connection with this communication to our Deposit Account No. 02-2666. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BLAKELY SOKOLOFF TAYLOR & ZAFMAN IIP 



Date: /o-oi 2001 



Randol W. Read 
Reg. No. 43,876 

12400 Wilshire Boulevard 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90025-1030 
Telephone (512) 330-0844 
Facsimile (512) 330-0476 
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VERSION 

jp^ tot? (XAIMS 



2.5 [and 4]. 
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